
XAVIER MAREL BOULESTIN 
publishes Simple French 
Cooking for the English Home 
in 1923 – even reportedly 
teaching Winston Churchill 
recipes from the book.  
His Restaurant Boulestin is 
said to have been the most 
expensive restaurant in London 
in the 1920s.

Founded on Valentine’s Day 1920,  
Stoves begins a reputation for 
manufacturing excellence.

Agatha Christie’s first novel – 
The Mysterious Affair at Styles 
– is published in the UK on 
21st January 1921, introducing 
Hercule Poirot. The first feature-
length ‘talkie’ film, The Jazz 
Singer, premiers at the Piccadilly 
Theatre on 27th September 1928.
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Culinary evidence suggests our 
modern grilled cheese (consisting 
of processed cheese and sliced 
white bread) began in the 1920s.

Typical meals included steak  
and kidney pie, suet pudding with 
potatoes, peas or cabbage and 
baked ham with eggs.

Cocktail parties become more popular than ever, which impacts 
interior décor as hosts strive to impress. Monochrome colour 
schemes, geometric prints, and minimalism become popular.


